
 
Thoughts from WYD’08’ers! 
 
Taking part in such a large event such as World Youth Day was so special 
and, against the spectacular backdrop of Sydney, made it even more 
memorable. The experience of participating in different events such as 
Catechesis, the Stations of the Cross and the final mass at Randwick 
Racecourse with thousands of young people, just like you, coming together 
from all corners of the earth to share faith and culture, was overwhelming. It 
was such a fantastic experience; all I can say now is roll on Madrid 2011!!!! 

Nadine Henderson 
 
Australia for me was an experience I will never forget – amazing, every corner 
you turned in Sydney was a sea of young people singing familiar songs.  
Personally I felt a strong sense of belonging, purpose and feel as if my faith 
has been renewed. We met so many different people from every corner of the 
globe, yet we were united as we all shared the same values and benefits.  
The whole experience made me so proud to be a Catholic. 
        Ben Mournian  
 
Throughout World Youth Day, a feeling of welcome, celebration, safety and 
fun purveyed Sydney as young Christians from the four corners of the globe 
united in peace and prayer. It was an opportunity to share our faith with others 
of our age and to discover the universality of God’s message irrespective of 
language or culture. It is a pilgrimage that will remain strongly etched in our 
memories for many, many years to come.  
        Martine Roden  
 
My personal experience of WYD’08 was that of joy. The opening week in 
Wollongong Diocese made me so proud as a pilgrim, as we were so openly 
welcomed. The crowds of young people gave me a real feeling of belonging 
and Australia itself is truly beautiful, but to sum it up…? Life-changing.  
        Anton Begley 
 
Walking across the Sydney Harbour Bridge whilst being interviewed by the 
Australian Press and chatting to hundreds of people from all over the world; 
sums up how unique WYD is. Simply, it was the greatest experience of my life 
and completely different to what I expected. I would definitely recommend for 
anyone to go, no matter how religious or reserved they may be, an event like 
this brings out the best in people.  
        Martin Kane  
 
 
 
 



 


