Advice for composite class teachers P6/7
1. Whole school planning:  The first tier of planning for RE is at the whole school level.  Schools with many composite classes, in particular, could consider relieving the pressure of work on class teachers by having a whole-school approach to much of RE.  This would be particularly appropriate for the liturgical seasons, and for themes in second level, where there are more Experiences and Outcomes, and more This is Our Faith material.

2. Cross-curricular learning:  A Curriculum for Excellence encourages cross-curricular learning.  This does not invalidate the statutory requirement of primary schools to devote 2½ hours a week to RE, however other curricular areas could be profitably taught through RE e.g. literacy, health and wellbeing, expressive arts, social studies, thus freeing more time for RE.
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Consolidating learning:  Because TIOF provides core learning rather than specifying the methods or resources used, a pupil could learn the same core learning in subsequent years and never realise, because the lesson was entirely different.  In a P4/5 class one year they might encounter a particular piece of core learning through art, then in P5/6 through drama; or in P4/5 using Alive-O and P5/6 using a different resource; and in P4/5 by reading one scriptural example and in P5/6 by hearing another.  In this case the learning would be consolidated rather than the lesson repeated.

4. Classroom planning:  The arrangement of TIOF section 4 into the strands of faith allows a teacher to see clearly the progression between stages, and therefore what is common between them.  So e.g. a primary 1/2 teacher would see that the Mystery of God strand in P1 contains the core learning point:

I understand that the gift of the seasons, the weather, and the life of plants, animals and people, including myself, are a sign of God’s love for me. and the Mystery of God strand in P2 contains the core learning point:
 I recognise that each season brings moments of wonder and awe which invite us to reflect on the mystery of God’s creation by observing the natural world and listening to the following passages:

- spring ‐ Song of Songs 2: 11‐13; Mark 4:2 6‐28;

- summer ‐Psalm 65: 9‐13;

- autumn ‐ Joel 2: 22‐24;

- winter ‐ Ecclesisasticus 43: 13‐22.

The teacher could therefore develop a lesson about the seasons and weather with reference to the natural world around them and the scripture passages listed for each season to demonstrate God’s love, which would unite the core learning for both P1 and P2.  This would not have been possible using a core resource such as Alive-O.

5. Common themes across stages:  The progression mentioned in point 4 is made explicit in the suggested themes for each stage.  The link between them can be easily found, e.g. for a P4/5 class, the following themes could be profitably taught in a composite way:
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Humanity and Sexuality

The gift of sexuality and life

Justice and peace


Jesus and justice

Saints/Witness/Ministry

Christian witness

OWR




OWR

(Confirmation preparation

Confirmation preparation)
Although not all have the same theme name, a quick look at the content makes the links evident.

6. ‘Teaching down’:   If in doubt, especially in the early stages of the implementation of TIOF, a teacher should ‘teach down’.  All of this will be so new, and much of the material unfamiliar to pupils, that it would be better to err on the side of simplification e.g. to teach the P6 material if the choice is between P6 and P7.
7. Sacramental preparation:  Each school’s circumstances dictate how sacramental preparation is taught e.g. whether all P6 pupils are extracted from composite classes and learn together during Confirmation preparation.  Suffice to say that TIOF makes no difference to these practical arrangements.  
