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	DIOCESE OF MOTHERWELL   •  RERC   

This Is Our Faith Planning Exemplars

	
	P2
	Suggested Theme: 

Advent
	Suggested Timescale: 

 5 weeks

	
	Dates:


	

	
	Teacher:
	
	Class:
	


	TIOF Core Learning:

	RERC 1-18a

I know the liturgical colours used by the Church are: purple during Advent and Lent and white for Christmas and Eastertide.

RERC 1-18a

I have participated with my class in dressing the class altar in these colours.

RERC 1-18a

In lighting the candles on the Advent wreath week by week, I am developing my understanding of Advent, as a season of preparation and waiting for Christmas.

RERC 1-18a

I have been given opportunities to pray at the crib and to reflect on the birth of Jesus as a joyful event.

RERC 1-15a

I can participate in the setting up of an altar, in honour of Mary, in my classroom – especially during Advent and the months of May and October.

RERC 1-06a

I know that, as a boy, Jesus went to Jerusalem with His family to celebrate religious festivals. (Luke 2: 41‐50) and that we also celebrate religious festivals with our families, such as Christmas and Easter.

RERC 1-05a

I can hear, (read) and recount the story of the shepherds (Luke 2: 8‐20).

RERC 1-05a

I know that the angels and shepherds, heaven and earth, rejoiced together at Jesus’ birth, and I know that when we pray, especially at Mass, earth and heaven rejoice together.

RERC 1-05a

I know that the angels referred to the new baby as ‘saviour’ and ‘Christ the Lord.’

RERC 1-05a

I can recognise that we sing the angels’ song – the Gloria ‐ at Mass (Luke 2: 14).

RERC 1-05a

I can recognise that we hear and recall the narrative of the Annunciation and the Visitation as we pray the Hail Mary.

RERC 1-05a

I can hear, (read) and recount the story of the Annunciation (Luke 1: 26‐38) and I can pray the First Joyful Mystery of the Rosary.

RERC 1-05a

I know that the Angel Gabriel brought God’s special message to Mary, asking her to be the Mother of God’s Son and I can recognise that Mary said ‘Yes’ to God.

RERC 1-03a

I have listened to the story of the Annunciation (Luke 1: 26‐38) and I can recognise from this story that God shows His loving presence in both happy and worrying times.

RERC 1-04a

I have listened to the Annunciation narrative (Luke 1: 26‐38), and I can recognise that Jesus is the Son of God and that He was born of Mary by the power of the Holy Spirit.

RERC 1-10a

I recognise that the Holy Spirit helped Mary, the Mother of Jesus and the saints to say “Yes” to God in their lives.

RERC 1-10a
I make in my life. I recognise that the Holy Spirit helps me to say yes to God in the choices 


	Experiences and Outcomes:

	RERC:
RERC 1-03a REVEALED TRUTH OF GOD
 I am exploring God's relationship with others and I have reflected on how people's faith has helped them in difficult times.
RERC 1-04a REVEALED TRUTH OF GOD
 I can describe God as Father, Son and Holy Spirit and I have reflected on how God can support me in my life.
RERC 1-05a SON OF GOD
 I am familiar with the Christmas story and I know that at Christmas we celebrate the birth of Jesus the Son of God and Son of Mary.
RERC 1-06a SON OF GOD
 I have examined some political, social, historical and religious elements in first‐century Palestine and gained an understanding of Jesus' life on earth.
RERC 1-10a SIGNS OF GOD
 I have examined the role of the Holy Spirit in my life and in the lives of others.
RERC 1-15a HOURS OF GOD
I can honour Mary as Mother of Jesus and Our Mother. I can share why we honour her.
RERC 1-18a HOURS OF GOD
I know some of the signs and symbols related to Lent, Easter, Pentecost, Advent and Christmastide and I can use this understanding to help me explore the themes of these celebrations.
Other curricular areas:




	Suggested learning intentions (can be modified in light of other E&Os above):

	I am learning about how faith can help me and others in difficult times

I am learning about God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit

I am learning about the birth of Jesus at Christmas
I am learning about Jesus’ life on earth

I am learning about the role of the Holy Spirit

I am learning about honouring Mary

I am learning about the signs, symbols and themes of the Advent and Christmastide




	Key Vocabulary from TIOF:

	RERC 1-18a Liturgical colours, purple, white, Advent wreath, praying at the crib

RERC 1-15a Advent

RERC 1-06a Jerusalem, religious festivals, Jewish
RERC 1-05a Mary, shepherds, Christmas, Rosary, Joyful Mystery, Angel Gabriel, Mother of God, Annunciation, Visitation, Hail Mary, Saviour, Holy Family, rejoice, Gloria, Mass

RERC 1-03a Annunciation, loving presence

RERC 1-04a Son of God, born of Mary, power of the Holy Spirit

RERC 1-10a Holy Spirit, Mary, Mother of Jesus, saints, saying ‘yes’ to God, choices




	Planning Outline (including worship and celebration):  

	


	Evaluation of Learning & Teaching:

	


	Exemplar Narratives:

	Christine Boyle, St Aidan’s, Wishaw, and Elaine Gallagher, St Athanasius’, Carluke:
Planned activities:

· Introduce and make a class Advent wreath describing the colours of the candles and of the Liturgical seasons.

· Participate in a weekly candle lighting service.

· Prepare and introduce the class Advent calendar.

· Explore the Advent theme through retelling the story of the Annunciation from Luke 1 26-28., discuss how Mary may have felt at the news, and describe the role of the Holy Spirit in helping Mary to say yes.

· Teach the “Mary” song from Alive O 2 (Pg 132)

· Compose a class prayer thanking God for the Holy Spirit who makes us strong.

· Display and reflect on the words of the Hail Mary prayer in the context of the Annunciation.

· Pray together the first decade of the Joyful Mystery – The Annunciation.

· Retell Mary and Joseph’s journey to Bethlehem and discuss their preparations for the new baby.

· Involve the children in creating a crib scene within the class.

· Retell the story of the Shepherds and Angels (Luke 2:8-20)

· Teach the words and tune of the Gloria.

· Participate in a class/school nativity play.
Resources used:
· The Lion Illustrated Bible for Children. Pgs 152-159

· Bible Alive Publishing – Walk With me Advent Calendar
· Kevin Mayhew, No Pianist for Assembly (CD 2 No 14 Gloria)
· Alive O Term 1 Lessons 13-15



	Cross-curricular possibilities:

	The way in which R.E. is taught will determine whether many E&Os are employed: Literacy, Technology, Expressive Arts etc.  However, the following list outlines some obvious connections between TIOF and the E&Os from other subject areas:
I have the opportunity to choose and explore a range of media and technologies to create images and objects, discovering their effects and suitability for specific tasks.
EXA 1-02a

I enjoy creating, choosing and accepting roles, using movement, expression and voice.

EXA 1-12a
I am learning skills and strategies which will support me in challenging times, particularly in relation to change and loss. 

HWB 1-07a

I know that there are people in our lives who care for and look after us and I am aware that people may be cared for by parents, carers or other adults. 

HWB 1-45a

I am learning about where living things come from and about how they grow, develop and are nurtured. 

HWB 1-50a

I am able to show an awareness of the tasks required to look after a baby. 
HWB 1-51a




	USEFUL RESOURCES

Please add any resources you find useful to one of the categories below

	Teacher background study:


	Suggested Hymns:

	This is Our Faith section 2: Revealed Truth of God p. 31-33; Son of God p. 35-37; Signs of God p. 39-41; Hours of God p. 47-49
TIOF Podcasts: Heavenly and earthy liturgy TIOF P2 RERC 1-05a
Catechism of the Catholic Church (CCC) 456-483 (The Incarnation); 484-511 (The Virgin Mary)

YouCat (Youth Catechism of the Catholic Church) question 9, 76 (Incarnation); qu. 80-85 (Mary)
Redemptorist Publications, Faith for the Future, p. 31-35

	135  Angels we have heard on high

155  Away in a manger

238  Ding dong merrily on high
302  Go, tell it on the mountain

343  Holy Virgin, by God’s decree

526  O little town of Bethlehem

603  See him lying on a bed of straw

614  Silent night

651  The first Nowell

676  The Virgin Mary had a baby boy

(Add your own:



	Suggested web resources:
	Other:

	· http://www.holyspiritinteractive.net/kids/artsncrafts/12_adventwreath.asp  Advent wreath making

· http://www.domestic-church.com/CONTENT.DCC/19981101/SCRMNTL/blessings.htm  Prayers when setting up the crib

(Add your own:


	· P2 scriptural Powerpoints available from frsreillyredept@rcdom.org.uk which contain all the scripture for TIOF P2 in the order in which it appears.
· Ed Hone and Roisin Coll, All Together: Creative Prayer with Children, Veritas, p. 25-48  (Preparing the Way: Advent Prayer with Children)
· Jennifer Galvin, My Catholic Advent and Christmas Activity Book, Paulist Press International, £6.99 (word finds, crossword puzzles, colour-by-number puzzles, and crack-the-code puzzles to teach children about Advent and Christmas)
· Anne Faulkner, The Advent Alphabet: A Christmas Storybook with Crafts to Make for Every Day of Advent, Barnabas

· Anita Ganeri, The Christmas Story Big Book, Evans Brothers Limited (beautiful pictures and story in a large format)

· CTS Publishers, 24 Christmas Stories to Welcome Jesus, £9.95 (24 seasonal tales, one for each day of December) at http://www.cts-online.org.uk/acatalog/info_1_CH44.html
· Juliette Levivier, Prayers Around the Crib, £5.95 http://www.cts-online.org.uk/acatalog/info_CH7.html 
Available from Pauline Books and Media, as well as the publisher:

· Ronta the Lucky Donkey, Pauline, book: £5.99; DVD-ROM: £22.99 (charming story of the journey to Bethlehem and birth of Jesus as told by the donkey) http://www.pauline-uk.org/productgroup2.asp?id=6074 

(Add your own:




