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	DIOCESE OF MOTHERWELL   •  RERC   

This Is Our Faith Planning Exemplars

	
	P4
	Suggested Theme: 

Advent
	Suggested Timescale: 

  4 weeks

	
	Dates:


	

	
	Teacher:
	
	Class:
	


	TIOF Core Learning :

	RERC 1‐08a 

I know that the community of the Church celebrates feasts and seasons throughout the year, and this is called the Liturgical Year. I can name some of these seasons and feasts. 

RERC 1‐01a 


I know that, just as the earth has seasons, which are influenced by the sun and moon (see Genesis 1: 14), so too the Church’s year is divided into seasons, which we call the liturgical year: Advent, Christmastide, Ordinary Time, Lent and Eastertide.

RERC 1‐18a 

I know that the liturgical colours used by the Church are: purple during Advent and Lent; white during Christmastide and Eastertide; green during Ordinary time. 
RERC 1‐18a 

I have participated with my class in dressing the class altar in these colours. 
RERC 1‐18a 

I can appreciate the crib as a symbol of the Universal Church’s prayerful reflection on the birth of Jesus. 

RERC 1‐18a 

I have been offered opportunities to deepen my understanding of preparation and waiting as Advent themes through the prayerful creation of an Advent Wreath. 

RERC 1‐15a 

I can participate in the creation of an Altar in honour of Mary in my classroom – especially during the season of Advent and the months of May and October. 

RERC 1‐18a 

I can participate in the preparation for Christmas and Easter, through prayer and joyful expectation in Advent and through prayer, fasting and almsgiving in Lent. 
RERC 1-05a

               I know that Jesus was born in a special and unique way, by the action of the Holy Spirit and I understand the title Blessed Virgin Mary is given to the Mother of Jesus.

RERC 1‐05a 

I can hear, read and recount the account of the   Magi / wise men (Matthew2: 1‐12).

RERC 1‐05a 

I know that the wise men understood that the star was a sign of a special person being born and that they set off on a journey to find this person.

RERC 1‐05a 

I know that, just as the Magi journeyed together to Bethlehem, so during Advent I am journeying towards Christmas with my class, school, family and parish. 
 

RERC 1‐05a 

I know that a prophet in the Old Testament had written that the saviour would be born in Bethlehem (Micah 5: 1), and this is why Herod directed them to Bethlehem.
 

RERC 1‐05a 

I know that the wise men recognised Jesus as God, and knelt and worshipped Him, an event known as the Epiphany. I know that we too kneel and genuflect in His presence in Church. 
RERC 1‐05a 

I am able to state the significance of the gifts;

· Gold – a gift given to kings (a sign of kingship)

· Frankincense – burned as a symbol of prayer to God (a sign of divinity)
· Myrrh – used to prepare dead bodies for burial (a sign of future death).

RERC 1‐05a 

I know that, shortly after Christmas, we celebrate the feast of the Epiphany, which recalls the visit of the Magi to Jesus.
RERC 1‐18a 

I can appreciate the crib as a symbol of the Universal Church’s prayerful reflection on the birth of Jesus. 




	Experiences and Outcomes:

	RERC:
RERC 1-08a SIGNS OF GOD
 I know that through the Community of the Church, people can experience God's love and care and I have reflected on how this community celebrates together.
RERC 1-01a MYSTERY OF GOD
I am discovering God's precious gift of life and reflect on how this reveals God's love for me.
RERC 1-18a HOURS OF GOD
I know some of the signs and symbols related to Lent, Easter, Pentecost, Advent and Christmastide and I can use this understanding to help me explore the themes of these celebrations.
RERC 1-15a HOURS OF GOD
I can honour Mary as Mother of Jesus and Our Mother. I can share why we honour her.
RERC 1-05a SON OF GOD
 I am familiar with the Christmas story and I know that at Christmas we celebrate the birth of Jesus the Son of God and Son of Mary.
Other curricular areas:



	Suggested learning intentions (can be modified in light of other E&Os above):

	I am learning about love, care and community in the Community of the Church

I am learning about God’s precious gift of life and His love

I am learning about the signs, symbols and themes of the Advent and Christmastide

I am learning about honouring Mary 

I am learning about the birth of Jesus at Christmas



	Key Vocabulary from TIOF:

	RERC 1-08a community of the Church, liturgical year
RERC 1-01a seasons, liturgical year, Advent

RERC 1-18a Liturgical colours, purple, Advent wreath.
RERC 1-15a Advent
RERC 1-05a Journey of the Magi, Saviour, Bethlehem, Herod ,journeying through Advent, worship, genuflect, Epiphany, Gold, Frankincense, Myrrh



	Planning Outline (including worship and celebration):  

	


	Evaluation of Learning & Teaching:

	


	Exemplar Narratives:

	Victoria Tyler, Danielle Timmons, and Lynne Fullerton, East Kilbride working group:

· Change holy area in the class to purple with a focus on Our Lady. 

· Make an Advent wreath for the class. 

· Make a class Advent Calendar of Stars:  Each child writes an act of kindness on a star to be displayed and turned around daily on the countdown to Christmas Day. 

· Class display with the Advent Calendar of stars and a path with the Wise Men journeying.  The wise men move along the path throughout the weeks of Advent.  

· Crib Activity:  Put each child’s name on a piece of paper and put into a hat.  Children take a name out of the hat.  The name pulled out of the hat is the person you are responsible for praying for or showing acts of kindness towards throughout Advent.  Each time a child prays for the person on their paper or shows an act of kindness towards them, they can add a piece of straw to the crib.  

· Laminate a picture of Our Lady:  Send home with a different child each night to be used as a focus of prayer for the family. 

· Read Matthew 2: 1-12 and also use Alive O 4 Term 1 lessons 12-14 which have a focus on the Wise Men’s journey and following the star.  

Lesson 12 – The People who walked in darkness

Lesson 13 – From Darkness to Light 

Lesson 14 – Jesus, a light for all.  

· Concentrate on Wise Men studying stars and lead children to a homework activity of looking at the stars at night.  Discuss constellations followed by an art activity. 

Stars art activity:  Black paper, add pin holes to this and display against a window showing the light shining through the paper.  

· Journey Activity:  Write their own experiences of having been on a journey/travelling. Make a feelings word Wall – how did they feel on their journey.  

· Display the Wise Men on the path, travelling along and placing feeling words at different stages of their journey.  

· Practise genuflecting:  Use Alive-O 4 DVD – Visit to a Church.  Relate back to Wise Men kneeling at Jesus’ side.  

· Gifts:  Discuss the symbolism of gifts being given.  Draw 3 gifts in their jotter and label each writing the significance of them.  

· Epiphany:  Discuss and celebrate mass.  

Lisa-Marie Innes and Pamela Purdue, St Bernadette’s, Motherwell:

Recap of previous learning:  

Liturgical colours from SCES liturgical calendar displayed on the wall since the beginning of term, now focussing on Advent.

Creation of the world as recorded in the Book of Genesis, previously taught in ‘Sunday, the Lord’s day’ theme, moving now to awareness of the seasons created by God
Genuflection in church during our visits to church: for church tour during ‘Church’ theme, and visit to Mass for All Saints’ Day.  Now reinforcing with reference to Wise Men
Focus on Advent:

Contribute to a purple display on the altar, marking the beginning of Advent

Participation in whole-school Monday morning assemblies in which candles are lit on the Advent wreath and Advent prayers/reflections read

Regular visit to the school display crib in the entrance foyer, with prayers
Assembly:

Annual class assembly with whole school and parents: class chose The Wise Men as the title

· listen to the story of the Wise Men from Matthew 2

· piece of writing about the gifts and their significance

· learn songs linked to the Wise Men for the assembly

· discuss the word ‘epiphany’ and write about its significance (including date of Epiphany, liturgical colour of vestments etc)

Advent journey:

Contribute to a star chart (entitled ‘We are on a journey with the Wise Men to Bethlehem’) with an Act of Kindness for every day of Advent, building up the star chart each day

Bring in photos of themselves showing kindness at home to discuss and display beside star chart



	Cross-curricular possibilities:

	The way in which R.E. is taught will determine whether many E&Os are employed: Literacy, Technology, Expressive Arts etc.  However, the following list outlines some obvious connections between TIOF and the E&Os from other subject areas:
By safely observing and recording the sun and moon at various times, I can describe their patterns of movement and changes over time. I can relate these to the length of a day, a month and a year.

SCN 1-06a

Inspired by a range of stimuli, I can express and communicate my ideas, thoughts and feelings through activities within art and design.

EXA 1-05a




	USEFUL RESOURCES

Please add any resources you find useful to one of the categories below

	Teacher background study:


	Suggested Hymns:

	This is Our Faith section 2: Mystery of God p. 23-25; Son of God p. 35-37; Signs of God p. 39-41; Hours of God p. 47-49
TIOF Podcasts: Liturgical colours TIOF P4 RERC 1-18a; Origin of the crib TIOF P4 RERC 1-05a; Symbolism of the Advent Wreath TIOF P4 RERC 1-18a; Liturgical time and earthly time in Genesis TIOF P4 RERC 1-01a; The magi’s gifts TIOF P4 RERC 1-05a
Catechism of the Catholic Church (CCC) 456-483 (The Incarnation); 484-511 (The Virgin Mary)

YouCat (Youth Catechism of the Catholic Church) question 9, 76 (Incarnation); qu. 80-85 (Mary)
Redemptorist Publications, Faith for the Future, p. 31-35

	155  Away in a manger

193  Child in the manger

208  Come, come, come to the manger

216 Come, O divine Messiah!

267  From heaven you came (Servant King)
439  Longing for light

536  Once in royal David’s city

603  See him lying on a bed of straw

651  The first Nowell esp. v. 3-5

676  The Virgin Mary had a baby boy esp. v. 3

722  We three kings of orient are

851 When is he coming?

Add your own:



	Suggested web resources:
	Other:

	· http://www.holyspiritinteractive.net/kids/artsncrafts/12_adventwreath.asp  Advent wreath making (1)

· http://www.domestic-church.com/CONTENT.DCC/19971201/FRIDGE/MKADVWR.HTM Advent wreath making (2)

· http://www.domestic-church.com/CONTENT.DCC/19991201/FRIDGE/wreath_prayers.htm Prayers while lighting candles on the Advent wreath

· http://www.domestic-church.com/CONTENT.DCC/19981101/FRIDGE/gifts_cust.htm  Gifts for the Christ child ideas in preparation for Jesus’ birth

· http://www.domestic-church.com/CONTENT.DCC/19981101/SCRMNTL/blessings.htm  Prayers when setting up the crib

· http://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/misc/stories/baboushka/ The story of Baboushka (Russian Christmas tale linked to Wise Men)

Add your own:


	· P4 scriptural Powerpoints available from frsreillyredept@rcdom.org.uk which contain all the scripture for TIOF P4 in the order in which it appears.

· Bible Alive Publishing – Walk With me Advent Calendar
· Anne Faulkner, The Advent Alphabet: A Christmas Storybook with Crafts to Make for Every Day of Advent, Barnabas

· Ed Hone and Roisin Coll, All Together: Creative Prayer with Children, Veritas, p. 25-48  (Preparing the Way: Advent Prayer with Children)
· CTS, Prayers Around the Crib, £5.95 http://www.cts-online.org.uk/acatalog/info_CH7.html 

· Animated Stories of the New Testament DVD, The King is Born, Nest Family Entertainment, approx £10

Alive-O 5:

Term One Lesson 9: Mary Wonders: Day One Activity: Making a class Advent wreath, Chatting and Art p. 105-106; and Prayertime: Blessing of Advent wreath p. 107-108

Term One Lesson 10: John the Baptist wonders: Day Three: Chatting about making a crib and Activity p. 121

Alive-O 4:
Term One, Lesson 12: The People Who Walked In Darkness p. 138-153.  Some useful parts about the magi/wise men

Term One, Lesson 14: Jesus – A Light for All, Day 1 and Day 2 pp. 166-173 Some useful parts about the magi/wise men and Mary

Also: Nativity play, Magi cantata, p. 434-438

 Add your own:




