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	DIOCESE OF MOTHERWELL   •  RERC   

This Is Our Faith Planning Exemplars

	
	P4
	Suggested Theme: 

Church
	Suggested Timescale: 

 3 weeks

	
	Dates:


	

	
	Teacher:
	
	Class:
	


	TIOF Core Learning :

	RERC 1‐02a 

I have listened to the following scriptural narratives where Jesus called people to follow Him and I recognise that He called them into the community of faith:

· Matthew 4: 18‐21 ‐Peter and Andrew, the first of the twelve Apostles, called by Jesus to be among His special companions

· John 20: 17‐18 ‐ Mary Magdalene, called by name by the risen Jesus and sent back to the faith community to witness to the resurrection

· Luke 24: 13‐35 ‐ the narrative of two disciples, on the road to Emmaus, who meet the risen Christ and return to the Apostles and their companions to tell them that Jesus is alive.

RERC 1‐02a 

By reflecting on these Scriptural narratives and on the sacraments of initiation, I understand that I am not called to live out my journey of faith and life in isolation from others but within the community of the Church. 
RERC 1‐08a 

I can investigate ways in which the Church offers God’s love and care in other countries, especially through the work of MISSIO Scotland and other charities. 

RERC 1‐24a 

I have had opportunities to listen to how my class teacher, head teacher and school chaplain, as members of the local Catholic Church, have shown care for the world and the needs of all people. 

RERC 1‐24a 

I know that, as a member of my local parish, I am also invited to participate actively in the liturgical life of the Catholic Church e.g. attending Sunday Mass, participation in Eucharistic Adoration, and other liturgical events.
RERC 1‐24a 

I have reflected prayerfully on the life of St Vincent De Paul, on his love for the poor and know that he modelled himself on Jesus. I know that I am called to follow this example in simple and practical ways. 

RERC 1‐24a 

I have developed my understanding of what it means to be part of my local Catholic Church by listening to members from different parish groups explain reasons why they serve and care for the world and the needs of all people e.g. The Society of St Vincent de Paul (SSVP), Children’s Liturgy Leaders, Extraordinary Ministers of the Holy Communion, Music Groups. 
RERC 1-08a

               I know that Christ said to Peter: ‘” You are Peter and on this rock I will build my Church.” (Matthew 16: 18a).

               I know that the Pope is the successor of Peter and the Pastor (shepherd) of the whole Catholic Church.

               I know that, through the gift of the Holy Spirit to the Church, the Pope and his Bishops have the authority, given to them by Jesus, to teach and guide us according to his command (CCC 888).

               I know that the Primacy of the Pope means that the Pope has God‐given authority over, and responsibility for, the whole Catholic Church on earth. (CCC 882)

RERC 1‐08a 

I know that ‘Pope’ means ‘father’ and that part of the Pope’s fatherly care is to make pastoral visits to different countries around the world. 




	Experiences and Outcomes:

	RERC:
RERC 1-02a IN THE IMAGE OF GOD
I know that a loving God has created me and that my uniqueness can develop according to God's plan for me.
RERC 1-08a SIGNS OF GOD
 I know that through the Community of the Church, people can experience God's love and care and I have reflected on how this community celebrates together.
RERC 1-24a REIGN OF GOD
I have considered ways in which the Catholic Christian community works together to show care for the world and for the needs of all people. I have reflected on the implications of this for my life and that of others.
Other curricular areas:




	Suggested learning intentions (can be modified in light of other E&Os above):

	I am learning about the love, care and celebrations of the Church community

I am learning about the Christian community’s care

I am learning about my uniqueness and God’s plan for me




	Key Vocabulary from TIOF:

	RERC 1-02a Scriptural narrative, community of faith, called by name, sacraments of initiation, faith journey, Community of the Church
RERC 1-08a Charities, Pope, successor of Peter, pastor, shepherd, father, pastoral visits
RERC 1-24a serve and care for the world, actively serve and support the Church, St Vincent De Paul



	Planning Outline (including worship and celebration):  

	


	Evaluation of Learning & Teaching:

	


	Exemplar Narratives:

	Victoria Tyler, John Scanlon, Danielle Timmons, Lynne Fullerton: East Kilbride working group:
Planned activities:

· Children create a Personal Parish Profile.  

This will include details such as the name of their Parish Church, the name of their Parish Priest, times when they have gone to Church to celebrate, family and friends who were with them during those celebrations.

· Baptism – becoming a member of the Church.  Share Baptismal photos and discuss the meaning behind Baptism.

· Visit to the Church

· Children take part in a fact finding mission.  Children look up Church websites and Parish bulletins to compare Mass times, Parish events, children discuss and display information. 

· Use scriptural narratives (RERC 1-02a) where Jesus called people to follow Him.

Matthew 4: 18-21 – Peter and Andrew,   John 20: 17-18 – Mary Magdalene,   Luke 24: 13-35 –the road to Emmaus.

Read the narratives and encourage children to respond through discussion, drama, an illustration or presentation.

· Discuss practical ways we can show we are followers of Jesus.

Children write an example on activity cards e.g. being kind, sharing, helping others etc.

The cards are placed in a bowl. Each child will pick out a card in the morning from the bowl.  Children need to follow the task on the card.  At the end of the day discuss whether the children achieved their task, could anyone tell what their task was?

· Meet the Parish Priest and discuss the Role the Church plays in our community.

· Discuss the different ministries in the Church e.g.  Altar servers, Choir, Justice and Peace etc.

Invite members of some of these groups to the school.  Children could design questionnaires and conduct interviews.

· Use St Vincent de Paul websites and create a cartoon strip of his life.

· Investigate what the Parish SSVP groups do.

· Each child in the class should think of a question they want to know about the Pope.

All the questions are put on one worksheet and distributed for the class to answer individually.

Children should then decide how they will find out any unanswered questions.

· Watch DVD on SCIAF’s work and visit SCIAF’s website.

· Watch DVD on MISSIO and learn about their work. 

· Watch Video clips on the Papal visit.

· Make a Papal Visit Souvenir scrapbook using researched information on Pope Benedict XVI.

Caroline Pitcathley, St John the Baptist, Uddingston:

(This narrative outlines a project which involves most but not all of the Experiences and Outcomes/core learning in the P4 Church theme, and others besides e.g. from RERC 2-20a)

While planning what we needed to do to prepare for the sacrament of First Holy Communion I discussed needs and wants with my P4 class. The children agreed that the things we need to be able to live are things which children all over the world need too. We thought of all the extras, which are wants rather than needs, and we started to think about how some children don’t even have the basic needs for life. We used these ideas to get the children thinking about what we need to live:

The next lesson was based around the fact that we are all called to spread God’s Good News. I asked the children if they thought that this message was for them and if so, how could they answer that call?

I had been in touch with Tony Begley of Mary’s Meals and he sent me a DVD with news of the Backpack Appeal. He also sent me beautiful artefacts, which he had brought back from a trip to Malawi. I explored the Mary’s Meals website and found lots of useful resources there too: http://www.marysmeals.org.uk/
I used the film A Backpack’s Journey, (http://vimeo.com/17672379), from the Mary’s Meals website to get the children thinking about how we can help others in our own small way. 

The next step was to plan how we could reach the target of collecting and donating more than 50 backpacks to Mary’s Meals, this being the number which the school in the film had sent. Throughout the project the children worked in groups or pairs to create posters and PowerPoint presentations, develop ideas, write assembly scripts and pack and count the backpacks and items as they arrived. The decision was made to ask for help from the wider school community and from the local parish community. Our Parish Priest was most supportive and loved the idea that the project was linked to the children’s preparation for First Holy Communion.

We prepared a whole school assembly based around the showing of the film mentioned above. We used the artefacts, borrowed from Tony Begley, to encourage the school community to think beyond the charity towards the country Malawi. Each class was issued with one of the artefacts and challenged to find out what they could about it. They were to report back to the following week’s assembly. This was very well received; each class had a challenge to meet. The artefacts were displayed and the results of the challenge were reported at the assembly. We made a display wall to count publicly what we were receiving and the Big Count began.

In the meantime the children in P4 had been busy writing reports on why it was important to support the Backpack Appeal. Following on from this work they wrote scripts for delivery at all the weekend masses in our local parish. We put up posters, created by the children, in a display at the back of the church and we attended all of the masses on a particular weekend to ask for help. The children gave out lists of the things we needed to back up what they had said.

The response was overwhelming. We collected 270 backpacks. The children were using tally marks to keep count of completed backpacks and worked to pack and label all of the donations. We had stated at the beginning that it was not important to donate a completed backpack but that any donation however small would be welcome. This gave us lots of work in sorting but gave the children a real chance to think about the wants and needs we had learned about in the beginning.  The children make choices about what to include in each backpack.

This project was very worthwhile. The children had a real sense of pride in having achieved (well exceeded!) their goal of more than 50 backpacks to send to Mary’s Meals. We returned to the parish on the weekend following the uplift of the backpacks to say our thank you. The achievement was reported in the local and Catholic press, making the front page of the Bellshill Speaker. 

As a teacher I know that I have covered lots of learning through this project, as well as the initial RERC learning stated above. The children got to be the active members of the church, showing care for the world and not only listening to others but also being listened and responded to by the parish community.




	Cross-curricular possibilities:

	The way in which R.E. is taught will determine whether many E&Os are employed: Literacy, Technology, Expressive Arts etc.  However, the following list outlines some obvious connections between TIOF and the E&Os from other subject areas:
Through contributing my views, time and talents, I play a part in bringing about positive change in my school and wider community. 

HWB 1-13a

Having selected a significant individual from the past, I can contribute to a discussion on the influence of their actions, then and since.

SOC 1-06a
I have developed an understanding of the importance of local organisations in providing for the needs of my local community.

SOC 1-20a 




	USEFUL RESOURCES

Please add any resources you find useful to one of the categories below

	Teacher background study:


	Suggested Hymns:

	This is Our Faith section 2:  In the Image of God p. 27-29; Signs of God p. 39-41; Reign of God p. 51-53
TIOF Podcasts:  
Catechism of the Catholic Church (CCC) 1210-1212 (Sacraments of Initiation); CCC 1267-1271 (Incorporated into the Church, the Body of Christ); CCC 880-887 (The episcopal college and its head, the Pope)

YouCat (Youth Catechism of the Catholic Church) questions 121-128 (the Church); qu. 141-143 (Pope)

Second Vatican Council, Constitution on the Church Lumen Gentium no. 22-25, at http://www.vatican.va/archive/hist_councils/ii_vatican_council/documents/vat-ii_const_19641121_lumen-gentium_en.html 
Redemptorist Publications, Faith for the Future, p. 47-52; 67-68

	169  Bind us together

186  Brother, sister, let me serve you

259  Follow me

267  From heaven you came (Servant King)

439  Longing for light (Christ be our light)

440  Look around you

538  One bread, one body

726  Whatsoever you do

730  When I needed a neighbour

Add your own:

	Suggested web resources:
	Other:

	· Your own parish website may have details of parish groups: for a list in Motherwell Diocese, see www.stbernadettes.co.uk  links page or www.rcdom.org.uk parish pages.

· http://www.missioscotland.org.uk/missionarychildren.htm Missio Scotland Missionary Children page
Pope:

· http://www.sces.uk.com/news/2011/03/01/video-clips-from-papal-visit.html  Video clips from the Papal visit to Scotland

St Vincent de Paul:

· http://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=326 Written from an adult perspective, but also includes a good cartoon 
· http://www.ssvpscotland.com/(A(xgCEWBYUzAEkAAAAMDcxMjZjYzktYzhmYi00OGI5LWE3OWItZGU0MDc0NDFiZjY0vX42Vs4hlZmKBWJNmThqnoLwkVE1))/vincentkeyfacts.aspx  Key facts about St Vincent de Paul from the SSVP Scotland website.

· http://www.sdc.me.uk/saints/st_vincent_de_paul.htm  Story of St Vincent de Paul’s life as told in the first person.  
Society of St Vincent de Paul:

· http://www.ssvpscotland.com/ Gives details of parish SSVP groups, by following diocesan link on the left of the page

· http://www.youthsvdpscotland.org/index2.html  SSVP youth site
Add your own:
	· P4 scriptural Powerpoints available from frsreillyredept@rcdom.org.uk which contain all the scripture for TIOF P4 in the order in which it appears.

· Jane Reehorst, Guided Meditations for Children, Harcourt Religion Publishers. ISBN 0-15-901099-3. www.harcourtreligion.com  p. 89-93: The Call of the Apostles; p. 77-81: Jesus appears to Mary Magdalene; p. 225-229: On the Road to Emmaus
Alive ‘O’ 4 DVD - SCIAF

· Priests and parish workers

· Papal visit DVD, £10.99, see http://www.sces.uk.com/news/2011/02/22/promoting-sales-of-the-papal-visit-dvd.html 

· Pierpaolo Finaldi, Why does the Pope wear white? And other questions, CTS, £3.95. (Answers to children’s questions about the Pope, well illustrated) http://www.cts-online.org.uk/acatalog/info_CH25.html 
· Jeanne Perego, Benedict and Chico: The Life of Pope Benedict XVI as Told by his Cat, CTS, £7.95 (Bestselling life of Pope Benedict for children) http://www.cts-online.org.uk/acatalog/info_CH12.html 
· Jeanne Perego, Max and Benedict: A blue rock-thrush tells us about the Pope's day, CTS, £7.95. (Sequel to Bendict and Chico, it presents the life and travels of the present Pope through the eyes of a friendly bird.) http://www.cts-online.org.uk/acatalog/info_CH24.html 

Available from Pauline Books and Media, as well as the publisher:

· Papal Visit souvenir scrapbook, Alive Publishing, £1
· Stephen Moseling, Our Priests, St Paul’s, £6.95 (attractive and cleverly complied collection of children’s views about priests and their role)
Add your own:



