FAQs about This is Our Faith
Q: What is This is Our Faith (TIOF)?

A: TIOF is the document of the Bishops’ Conference of Scotland entitled ‘Guidance on the teaching of religious education in Catholic schools in Scotland’.  This document forms the Conference’s guidance regarding religious education in light of A Curriculum for Excellence (CfE).
Q: Is TIOF a new religious programme or core resource?

A: No.  As a guidance document, TIOF is more akin to a ‘syllabus’ than a programme or core resource.  It is an outworking of the CfE experiences and outcomes into core learning for each stage.  Respecting the principles of CfE, the document gives guidance regarding core learning so that teachers can have freedom to choose the methods and resources with which to teach the core learning.
Q: What is the status of Alive-O and should I continue to teach it?

A: Because Alive-O is a religious education programme, it is different in nature to TIOF.  It may be that Alive-O remains the best available resource with which to teach certain parts of TIOF.  Certain aspects of Alive-O may remain particularly valuable, such as the sacramental preparation, the songs and the prayer times.  Teachers have the creative freedom to choose the best of Alive-O and other resources to best teach the core learning contained in TIOF.
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Q: Why is TIOF referred to as a ‘draft awaiting approval’?

A: TIOF was approved by the Bishops’ Conference of Scotland in June 2010 and an official copy has been sent to the Holy See in Rome for official approval, known as ‘recognitio’.  The Conference is awaiting the response of the Holy See.  
Q: Can I use TIOF until it receives official approval?

A: It would appear unlikely that the document will change significantly, as the Holy See is mostly concerned with doctrinal accuracy, so yes, schools are at liberty to use TIOF immediately.

Q: When should schools start using TIOF?

A: Most schools in the diocese already began to use TIOF in the 2010-2011 session.
The expectation of the diocesan RE advisers, SCES, the CEC and the Bishops’ Conference, is that all schools will be teaching RE using the TIOF guidance from August 2011.  
Q: How can I access TIOF?

A: The draft version of TIOF is available to download at the SCES website at http://www.sces.uk.com/this-is-our-faith-2.html.  The electronic version will, over time, have features which can be accessed via hyperlinks in the TIOF text, for example explanatory podcasts.
Q: What is a podcast?

A: A podcast is an audio file which you can listen to on your computer or mp3 player.  Your computer will play the podcast using a programme like iTunes or Windows Media Player.  
In TIOF the podcasts will be embedded into the text and will open with a click via a hyperlink.  The TIOF podcasts offer further explanation of teaching points on an adult level, to aid the knowledge and faith development of the teacher (e.g. Why did Jesus have to die on the cross? or What do Catholics believe about purgatory?).  They are not aimed at the pupils.

Q: Can I just download or buy the TIOF section for my class stage?

A: No.  TIOF is a complete document, comprising:

section 1 Catholic religious education

provides guidance on the nature and purpose of Catholic religious

education

section 2 strands of faith

outlines a framework for religious education in Catholic schools

section 3 religious education: a divine pedagogy

highlights key aspects of the teaching in Catholic schools

section 4 core learning

provides detailed advice to teachers on the core learning which is

embedded in each specific experience and outcome

prayer grid lists the prayers which should be familiar to learners at all stages

notes provide further advice on specific issues in religious education

glossary provides definitions of some particular terms which are used in the

sections 1‐3 and refers to useful further reading

The different sections are interlinked.  In particular, the core learning for P1-S3 in section 4 is presented as a continuum, so it would be misleading to view one particular stage in isolation.
Q: There is a lot of scripture in TIOF: do you recommend any particular bibles?

Each diocesan adviser has the responsibility of making recommendations based on research and discussion.  In Motherwell Diocese the advice is as follows:

For P1-4:  Either of the following adult bibles:

The CTS New Catholic Bible (ISBN 978-1-86082-467-8), which contains the Jerusalem Bible translation used currently at Mass.  

OR

The New Revised Standard Version, which will probably be the translation used at Mass when the translation changes.  This is currently scheduled to happen in Advent 2011. The best version is The Holy Bible NRSV Catholic Edition Anglicized Text, published by Darton, Longman and Todd (ISBN 978-0-232-52602-8).
Or one of the following children’s bibles:

The Lion Bible for Children (ISBN 978-0-7459-6095-1), or The Barnabas Schools’ Bible (ISBN 978-1-84101-564-4).  Please bear in mind that these are not complete bibles, and may not contain some of the passages in TIOF.

For P5-7:
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The CTS New Catholic Bible (ISBN 978-1-86082-467-8), which contains the Jerusalem Bible translation used currently at Mass.  

OR

The New Revised Standard Version, which will probably be the translation used at Mass when the translation changes.  This is currently scheduled to happen in Advent 2011. The best version is The Holy Bible NRSV Catholic Edition Anglicized Text, published by Darton, Longman and Todd (ISBN 978-0-232-52602-8).  

In addition the diocesan advisers have prepared PowerPoint documents with all of the scripture passages in TIOF in the order in which they appear.  They are the following:
For P1-4:

A PowerPoint containing the Jerusalem Bible, translation used currently at Mass (This is the translation contained in the CTS New Catholic Bible recommended above)
OR

A PowerPoint containing the New Revised Standard Version, which will probably be the translation used at Mass when the translation changes.  
OR

A PowerPoint containing the Contemporary English Version, a child-friendly version, used by the US Bishops for their Children’s Lectionary for Masses with children; this powerpoint includes some passages from the Storytime and Bible Stories for Little Children books.

For P5-7:

A PowerPoint containing the Jerusalem Bible, translation used currently at Mass (This is the translation contained in the CTS New Catholic Bible recommended above)
OR

A PowerPoint containing the New Revised Standard Version, which will probably be the translation used at Mass when the translation changes.  
These PowerPoints are available by emailing Fr Stephen Reilly, the Motherwell diocesan RE adviser for primary schools at frsreillyredept@rcdom.org.uk .
Q: Am I expected to teach all of the scripture passages in TIOF?
Please follow the advice given on page 36 of TIOF as follows:

notes on the use of scripture in core learning

References to scripture in this section are presented in several different ways,

and these should be understood as follows:

- “Two or more of the following passages” is self‐explanatory, meaning that

this number of passages should be engaged with in class.

- “e.g.,” provides scriptural examples, some of which could be engaged

with in class.

- “see” indicates passages which are referenced to aid the teacher’s own

knowledge, such as to illustrate a point of faith which might be

unfamiliar. These passages could be used in class, but need not be used.

- If none of the above qualifications is present, i.e. if scripture is presented

on its own, all passages mentioned should be used in class.

Q:  I notice that the core learning is written in ‘I can’, ‘I know’ etc language.  Does this mean that the children should see the core learning, e.g. should I put this on my learning intentions board?
A: The core learning is written from the point of view of the pupil, especially the skills and knowledge they should have, but the pupil is not normally meant to view the core learning.  This is why sometimes the actual language used is beyond the pupils: it is for the teacher, not the pupil.  The core learning gives the teacher an overview of what the pupil should have experienced in the course of a year, and the desired outcome in terms of knowledge and skills.

Q:  Should I teach TIOF in a linear fashion, i.e. beginning with Mystery of God and working my way through that before moving onto In the Image of God?

Definitely not!  A teacher should always teach across the strands, and the core learning is written in such a way that the strands are interwoven.  The order is not determined by the order of the strands, either: the teacher will have an overview of the whole year in all the strands and plan accordingly.
Q:  If the core learning in section 4 of TIOF is not to be taught in a linear fashion, why is it presented as such?  Would it not be better to present it in themes or according to the academic or liturgical year?

A:  The presentation according to the strands is a quick and valuable way of allowing the teacher to see what the pupils have learned in the previous year (s), what they have to build upon.  It also clearly demonstrates the progression in learning between stages.  It also underlines that there is no one definitive way of sequencing and planning the material, as this will change according to the circumstances of the school.
Q: I remember mention at previous CPD sessions about the four pillars of the Catechism: is this part of TIOF?

The four pillars, as illustrated in section 3 of TIOF on page 32, are woven throughout the core learning in TIOF section 4, as illustrated by the following explanatory note on page 37 of TIOF:

notes on the four pillars of the Catechism

This section has been written to include experiences and learning approaches which are interwoven with faith content and which aim to engage pupils in and with the experiences and outcomes. These approaches are built upon what is known as the four pillars of the Catechism of the Catholic Church: Faith Professed, Faith Celebrated, Faith Lived and Faith Prayed.
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In section 3 of this document (p 32), each of these four pillars is described from

the perspective of the teacher and his/her unique role as witness to faith.

However, this explanation also reflects the core learning detailed in section 4 and

illustrates the approaches which should be taken when planning the learning

experiences of young people, e.g.:

Faith Professed: Pupils should have experiences of reading and learning about

the Church’s doctrine so as to be able to make use of Sacred Scripture, Sacred Liturgy and Church documents to inform their faith journey and develop their values and practices.

Faith Celebrated: Pupils should be encouraged to participate meaningfully in

sacramental celebrations of faith through their learning.

Faith Lived: Through their experience of religious education, pupils should

develop their moral and social consciences and be offered opportunities to witness to the love of Christ in their own lives.

Faith Prayed: Within their experience of religious education, pupils should

encounter God through prayer and thus be provided with opportunities to develop their relationship with him.

When using This Is Our Faith to plan classroom and whole‐school learning and

teaching, it is important that no false distinction is made between the faith

content and the process of engaging pupils in faith experiences. To assist in this

understanding, this section has been written to include, for each E&O, one or

more of these complementary approaches. (See example below)

Example

Primary 4 pupils should deepen their learning about the Trinity when they address the outcome RERC 1‐04a:

I can describe God as Father Son and Holy Spirit and I have reflected on how God

can support me in my life.

The core learning provided for this outcome – as for others ‐ has been constructed deliberately to connect to all four pillars of the Catechism.

- I can recognize that, in the Pentecost Narrative (Acts 2: 1‐13), the apostles experienced the presence of the Holy Spirit who strengthened them and gave them courage. (Faith professed) I know that I can ask the same Spirit (Faith prayed) to give me strength and courage in my life. (Faith lived)
-  I can describe God as Father, Son and Holy Spirit and I recognize that they are three persons in one God. This mystery is called the Trinity. (Faith professed)
-  I know that Christians are baptized in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit (Faith celebrated‐ Baptism) and that they recall this each time they bless themselves (Faith prayed‐ the sign of the cross).

Although this may be a new idea to some teachers, it is meant to be a strikingly simple one. It is hoped that teachers will be able to develop these classroom styles and so create a learning environment where scripture, faith knowledge, celebration, liturgy, justice, morality and prayer are interwoven to give a full, active and beautiful picture of faith.
CPD on the four pillars in the classroom will be offered by the diocese in autumn 2011.
Q: What is the purpose of the ‘key vocabulary’ in TIOF?

A: The key vocabulary, given at the bottom of each box of core learning, has a dual purpose.  It can function as a checklist for teachers who wish a quick reference point regarding what material has been covered.  It also expresses the expectation that pupils will become familiar with the vocabulary and therefore develop a language of faith.

Q: If I have a composite class, would I be expected to teach all the core learning for both/all stages?
A: Discussion is ongoing at diocesan and national level about this issue, however the TIOF format should aid planning for composite classes and avoid pupils repeating lessons from one year to the next:
i)  the arrangement of TIOF section 4 into the strands of faith allows a teacher to see clearly the progression between stages, and therefore what is common between them.  So e.g. a primary1/2 teacher would see that the Mystery of God strand in P1 contains the core learning point:
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I understand that the gift of the seasons, the weather, and the life of plants, animals and people, including myself, are a sign of God’s love for me.

and the Mystery of God strand in P2 contains the core learning point:

 I recognise that each season brings moments of wonder and awe which invite us to reflect on the mystery of God’s creation by observing the natural world and listening to the following passages:

- spring ‐ Song of Songs 2: 11‐13; Mark 4:2 6‐28;

- summer ‐Psalm 65: 9‐13;

- autumn ‐ Joel 2: 22‐24;

- winter ‐ Ecclesisasticus 43: 13‐22.
The teacher could therefore develop a lesson about the seasons and weather with reference to the natural world around them and the scripture passages listed for each season to demonstrate God’s love, which would unite the core learning for both P1 and P2.  This would not have been possible using a core resource such as Alive-O.
ii)  because TIOF provides core learning rather than specifying the methods or resources used, a pupil could learn the same core learning in subsequent years and never realise, because the lesson was entirely different.  In a P4/5 class one year they might encounter a particular piece of core learning through art, then in P5/6 through drama, or in P4/5 using Alive-O and P5/6 using a different resource, and in P4/5 by reading one scriptural example and in P5/6 by hearing another.  In this case the learning would be consolidated rather than the lesson repeated.
iii)  If in doubt, especially in the early stages of the implementation of TIOF, ‘teach down’.  All of this will be so new, and much of the material unfamiliar to pupils, that it would be better to err on the side of simplification e.g. to teach the P6 material if the choice is between P6 and P7.

Q: If learning progresses at each stage from P1 to S3, won’t there be a lag if e.g. I am a primary 7 teacher next year and the pupils have not encountered TIOF in P1-6?
A: Inevitably there will be some kind of a lag to take into consideration, however hopefully this will right itself fairly quickly over time.

Q:  How can I assess the learning involved in TIOF?
A: Once again, the format of TIOF should aid assessment.  Because the core learning is written in the ‘I can’, ‘I know’ etc format, it already reads as a kind of assessment document.  How this translates into assessment procedures will soon be the subject of diocesan and national discussion.  Because of the differing abilities in any class, it is unlikely that the ‘I can’ formulations would ever be seen as strict assessment points as such.  Also, ‘I can’ should not always be understood as ‘I can unaided’, e.g. ‘I can pray the Angelus’ would not mean ‘I have memorised the Angelus and can pray it from memory’ for all pupils in the class.
Q: Does TIOF replace Education for Love?

No.  Although TIOF was written independently of any resource, it takes into account Education for Love, especially at second level.  Thus by teaching Education for Love, a teacher would also be teaching TIOF, especially the In the Image of God strand.  Education for Love remains the resource for teaching relationships, moral and sex education in Catholic schools in the diocese.  In fact a national working group is currently preparing advice to demonstrate the links between TIOF, Education for Love, and the Health and Wellbeing Experiences and Outcomes. 
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Q:  What about Other World Religions in TIOF?

OWR core learning but will be made available soon.
Q:  Will teachers have to find their own resources to teach TIOF?
A:  Much of TIOF will be teachable using resources close to hand:  the document itself, the experience and knowledge of teachers, the bible, the expertise of the school chaplain, materials produced by e.g. MISSIO or SCIAF, the sacramental preparation workbooks, the very many good things in Alive-O etc etc.  Methodologies used in the wider curriculum will no doubt also be employed: music, art, drama etc.  In addition, over time a bank of resources will be sourced and shared nationally.  In Motherwell diocese the main means of sourcing and developing resources is via the work of cluster working teams, and which has been produced in the planning exemplar CD.
