CONFIRMATION FAITH FRIENDS WEEK ONE: GOD’S INVITATION
Your task as a Faith Friend is to help the children appreciate that: 
· there a lots of different kinds of invitations 

· we need to reply to invitations 
· we have our reasons for deciding whether or not to say yes or no.
· their Faith Friend had a reason for accepting their invitation 
· Confirmation is an invitation from God and they have already shown that they have said yes to that invitation. 

1. Intro (10 mins) 

Get each team member to write their name on a sticker and put it on. Then get the team to come up with a team name and get them to write the name and a team design on a sheet of A4 paper. 
2. Different types of invitation (5 mins) 

Explain that there are different types of invitations sent by lots of different people for different reasons 
(Task 1) Split the group into 2 teams and play matching game: on the sheet match sender with receiver and the content of the invitation. Which team can finish first? 
3. Thinking about our responses (5-10 mins) 

(Task 2) Use the examples from the matching game and get the group to decide whether the receiver would say yes or no and why. 

Explain that we need to take time to think about how we will respond, 

Ask if they have ever sent invitations and had to wait for the reply – how does it feel? 
4. Leaders invitation to be a Faith Friend (2 mins) 

Read out your invitation from Fr Stephen and say briefly why you said yes.  Share with them how else have you been involved in parish life as a teenager and now as a young adult.  
5. Their invitation from their Faith Friend (5 mins) Remind them that they all received an invitation from you.  

Ask them to tell the person beside them why they came along and then get them to share these responses with rest of the group. 
6. Confirmation is an invitation (2 mins) 

Ask the group who gives us the invitation to Confirmation: God, who wants to give us the gift of His Holy Spirit. Explain that they have all accepted that invitation and one of the ways they showed it was by going to the Enrolment Mass on 3rd February. Acknowledge that some might not have been able to make it but that God knows that they still wanted to come and that they have shown that they are accepting God's invitation by coming along today. 
7. Their Special Invitation 
Distribute sheets to the group.  Ask them to think of someone special that they would like to invite to their Confirmation – Mum, Dad, Gran etc. and discuss how nice it would be for that person/s to receive a special invitation to Confirmation.  They can write out the invitation at home or in school.

8. A special thing to bring

Ask the children to bring something special along with them to the next session.  It can be anything they want: the main thing is that it is something which means a lot to them and reflects who they are.  Tell them that everyone in the group will have the chance to tell the others why they have chosen their special item.  You the Faith Friends should also bring along something special to you, and be prepared to share with your group why it means something to you.
9. A final invitation this week

Tell the group that they have a final invitation for this week: Fr Stephen has invited them to 11 o’clock Mass and is ready to welcome them.  Accompany your group over to the church.
