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	DIOCESE OF MOTHERWELL   •  RERC   

This Is Our Faith Planning Exemplars

	
	P1
	Suggested Theme: 

Belonging


	Suggested Timescale: 

4 weeks

	
	Dates:


	

	
	Teacher:
	
	Class:
	


	TIOF Core Learning :

	RERC 0-08a 

I am beginning to recognise some of the people who belong to my school community: janitors, office staff, classroom assistants, dinner ladies, teachers, chaplain etc.
RERC 0-02a 

I can recognise that different people help us in different ways, by using their God‐given talents e.g. parents, grandparents, doctor, priest, janitor, teacher
RERC 0-08a 

I recognise that, when we pray together in class assembly or church, this shows that we are one family and part of the family of the Church.

RERC 0-08a 

I know the name of my school and understand that our patron saint watches over and protects our school community.

RERC 0-08a 

I know the name of our parish (es) and priest(s) and I recognise that our priest(s) cares for our parish family.
RERC 0-03a 

I can praise and thank God for the love he has shown me through creation, through Jesus his Son, and through the people who care for me. 



	Experiences and Outcomes:

	RERC:

RERC 0-08a SIGNS OF GOD
I am aware of being part of a community and I have begun to explore aspects of the local Catholic community.
RERC 0-02a IN THE IMAGE OF GOD
I can share my awareness of what makes me a unique child who has been given gifts from God.
RERC 0-03a REVEALED TRUTH OF GOD
I am aware of God's love for me and His call for me to be close to Him.
Other curricular areas:




	Suggested learning intentions (can be modified in light of other E&Os above):

	I am learning about community and the local Catholic community

I am learning about my uniqueness and God’s gifts

I am learning about God’s love for me




	Key Vocabulary from TIOF:

	RERC 0-08a God, community, chaplain, church, family, patron saint, parish, priest
RERC 0-02a God‐given talents
RERC 0-03a praise



	Planning Outline (including worship and celebration):  

	


	Evaluation of Learning & Teaching:

	


	Exemplar Narratives:

	Catrina Pickering, St Mary’s, Coatbridge:

We started by discussing the name of our school (St Mary’s) and who our patron saint is.  Through the use of the internet and books about Saints, we found out what our patron saint looked like, why they were special and we looked at the special prayers we say to them.  We learned the first verse and chorus of one of their hymns which we would sing at the end of our prayer times.  We established that our school is our own community and that we pray to our patron saint to watch over us and to take care of everyone in our school community.  

We took a walk around the school building and grounds to see all the people who belonged to our school community. Through discussion, children told of their perception of each person’s role. In pairs, the children then took photographs of each person and interviewed them about their role within our school’s community.  Each pair reported back to the class about their findings.  We displayed these in the class.  Through this we realise that we are all one family and that this family is only a small part of God’s big family and the family of the church.  

The children made their own prayers thanking God for each of these people and for all the things that they do in our Catholic community.  They asked God and our school’s patron saint to watch over them.  The children‘s prayers were read out as part of our conclusion to prayer times, and in the infant assemblies we thanked God for giving us these people to help us.

From here we looked at our parish.  We visited the church and met our parish priests and deacons.  They told us their roles and how they helped the people of the parish and how they look after our school community.  We discussed the events we celebrate in the church (Mass, Baptism, Reconciliation, First Communion, Confirmation, funerals) and how each of these sees us all coming together as a community and praying together as part of God’s family.  The parish priest showed the children his vestments and told them how each vestment is worn for different celebrations.

Through role play and mime activities, the children developed a greater understanding of each of these roles.

Resources used:

         The Children's Book of Saints by Louis M. Savary

               A Child’s book of Saints by Christopher Doyle and Maria Cristina Lo Cascio

              http://www.loyolapress.com/all-saints-day.htm
              Hymns to Mary

              Hail Mary



	Cross-curricular possibilities:

	The way in which R.E. is taught will determine whether many E&Os are employed: Literacy, Technology, Expressive Arts etc.  However, the following list outlines some obvious connections between TIOF and the E&Os from other subject areas:

I know that there are people in our lives who care for and look after us and I am aware that people may be cared for by parents, carers or other adults. 

HWB 0-45a
I can describe some of the kinds of work that people do and I am finding out about the wider world of work.

HWB 0-20a
By exploring my local community, I have discovered the different roles people play and how they can help.

SOC 0-16a

I recognise that each individual has a unique blend of abilities and needs. I contribute to making my school community one which values individuals equally and is a welcoming place for all.

HWB 0-10a



	USEFUL RESOURCES

Please add any resources you find useful to one of the categories below

	Teacher background study:


	Suggested Hymns:

	This is Our Faith section 2:  Signs of God p. 39-41
TIOF Podcasts:  

Catechism of the Catholic Church (CCC) 949-953 (Communion of the Church)

YouCat (Youth Catechism of the Catholic Church) questions 121-128 (the Church)

Redemptorist Publications, Faith for the Future, p. 47-50

	169  Bind us together

330  He’s got the whole world

828  O Lord, all the world
(Add your own:


	Suggested web resources:
	Other:

	http://www.request.org.uk/main/churches/catholic/catholic06.htm Priest in vestments photos.
Your own parish website may have details and a picture of the priests in the parish, and information about the patron saint etc: for a list in Motherwell Diocese, see www.rcdom.org.uk parish pages.
(Add your own:


	Alive-O 1: Term 1, Lesson 4: Here We Are, p. 23-30

Alive-O 1: Term 2 Lesson 7: The Church, A Place to celebrate, p. 163-169

Available from Pauline Books and Media, as well as the publisher:

Patricia Ainge, Pray Together: Daily Worship for Catholic Schools, Kevin Mayhew, 2 volumes, £59.99 for both (liturgy for every day of the year for the 3-year liturgical cycle; each day has candle prayer, reading, reflection, response, dismissal)

(Add your own:




