Introducing the diocesan planning exemplars

Welcome to the planning exemplars for the Diocese of Motherwell.  These are the fruit of work by almost every teacher from every primary school in our diocese over the past year.  Well done and thanks to all for their hard work in what has been a remarkable project.  These exemplars reflect the different phases of the teachers’ work:

Phase one:  the various clusters/learning communities met to plan how the core learning from across the strands of faith in section 4 of This is Our Faith (TIOF) might be taught during the liturgical seasons of the Church’s year.   This involved attending a CPD session to introduce some planning skills.  The work of the learning community gatherings formed the basis for the grouping of core learning in the exemplars into the liturgical seasons of Advent, Lent and Eastertide.
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Phase two: Cluster working groups were then formed to refine the Ordinary Time planning into suggested themes which might serve as outline groupings of core learning. These appear in the planning exemplars as the various suggested themes.
Phase three: The cluster working groups met again to discuss how the liturgical seasons and themes could actually be taught in the classroom or in whole-school activities.  This led to them writing some exemplar narratives and sharing some useful resources.

This work, as well as some additional refining and resourcing by the diocesan RE department, is what is presented in these exemplar narratives. 
As such, they do not represent a template, a new ‘Motherwell planner’ etc, but are a series of suggestions by fellow teachers which should be adapted by teachers and schools, and will continue to evolve in the years to come.  Every part of these documents is a suggestion made by individual working groups with the support of the diocese: the theme titles, timescale, choice of core learning for the themes, exemplar narratives and resources.  Teachers and schools are perfectly at liberty to change, adapt or ignore their suggestions, and in practice you will probably be constantly adapting in the light of whole-school planning.  No dates are given for the themes, as each teacher and school must decide where the theme fits best with what else is happening in class and school.  The exemplars in no way replace This is Our Faith, which represents the sole official basis for guidance in RERC in Scotland, and which should be on every teacher’s desk.  

A final word about planning.  The first level of curriculum planning is the whole-school level (see the new CEC document Having Faith in the Curriculum,   http://www.sces.uk.com/curriculum-guidance.html).  In the context of the diocesan planning exemplars, it should be noted that if a particular piece of core learning has been adequately covered in a whole-school way at e.g. assembly, or in a whole school charity project, it does not have to be repeated in class because it pertains to the theme being taught.

Teachers are at liberty to use the short or the long version of the planning exemplars:

The short version of the exemplars contains the following for each liturgical season and suggested theme:

· the suggested title and suggested timescale; 

· the relevant Experiences and Outcomes and connected learning intentions; 

· the relevant core learning and connected key vocabulary; 

· a planning box and an evaluation box.

This longer version of the planning exemplars contains the following for each liturgical season and suggested theme:

· the suggested title and suggested timescale; 

· the relevant Experiences and Outcomes and connected learning intentions; 

· the relevant core learning and connected key vocabulary; 

· a planning box and an evaluation box.

plus:

· exemplar narratives, which provide examples of how a member or members of the working group envisage teaching the suggested theme in class, and any resources they would use.  These are only suggestions to spark the creativity of other teachers.  This is intended be a dynamic section which will be updated by teachers from across the diocese as they teach the relevant theme in the coming session.  You should note that at this stage of development, not all themes have an exemplar narrative.

· suggested resources: 

-
background reading for the teacher, comprising:

-  reading from This is Our Faith section 2, which explains the meaning of the strands of faith
- podcasts, 3-5 minute audio files about aspects of faith, which can be accessed using hyperlinks in the online version of TIOF

- references from the Catechism of the Catholic Church, and YouCat, the new Catechism for young people which explains the faith is a very accessible way

- references to Faith for the Future, published by Redemptorist Publications and often used in parish RCIA groups
-
suggested hymns (the numbers given are from Liturgical Hymns Old and New.  Hymns are listed not just for liturgical purposes, but to encourage the use of singing and study of the poetry of the hymns as a teaching style), 

-
suggested websites, and 

-
other suggested resources (books, visual media etc).

Included in the essential information folder are 3 power point versions of the TIOF scripture for P1, written in order beginning with Mystery of God, and you are at liberty to use any of these.  The difference between them is explained in the first frame of each power point.   Throughout the planning exemplars you are invited to contact me if you wish to receive these scriptural power points, but I decided to include them in the email to schools instead.

As well as the working groups, thanks are also due to Kris Thomas for the visual format of the exemplars, and Julie McGinness for typesetting. As we move into a new era for RE, a great debt of thanks is also due to those who worked over the years to produce the very popular ‘Motherwell planner’ document, in which our diocese led the way in planning throughout Scotland.

Hopefully you will enjoy teaching TIOF with the help of these planning exemplars.  Many CPD opportunities are on offer from the diocese to support you.  The whole-cluster groups will also reconvene in February/March 2012 to collate feedback, exemplar narratives and resources.

May God bless you in your vocation,

Fr Stephen Reilly 
