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	DIOCESE OF MOTHERWELL   •  RERC   

This Is Our Faith Planning Exemplars

	
	P1
	Suggested Theme: 

God’s Beautiful Creation
	Suggested Timescale: 

8 weeks: 2 per season

	
	Dates:


	

	
	Teacher:
	
	Class:
	


	TIOF Core Learning:

	RERC 0-01a 

I can explore God’s natural world through my five senses, and I can enjoy and delight in the gift of creation. 

 RERC 0-01a 

I understand that the gift of the seasons, the weather, and the life of plants, animals and people, including myself, are a sign of God’s love for me. 

RERC 0-01a 

I know that people who loved God praised him for his creation by making and singing prayer songs called psalms. 

RERC 0-01a 

I can praise God for the wonder of creation by praying a simple version of a psalm (e.g. Psalm 148: The heavens and the earth praise God; Psalm 150: A final chorus of praise) 

RERC 0-01a 

I can also sing my own songs to praise God and show my love for Him. 
RERC 0-03a 

I have listened to my teacher share his/her experience of God’s love and his/her wonder and awe at God’s creation. 
RERC 0-03a 

I know that God loves me because He has created a beautiful natural world for me to enjoy and care for. 

RERC 0-03a 

I can praise and thank God for the love he has shown me through creation, through Jesus his Son, and through the people who care for me. 




	Experiences and Outcomes:

	RERC:

RERC 0-01a MYSTERY OF GOD
I explore God's natural world and I am beginning to see the wonder and awe of this gift in the world around me.
RERC 0-03a REVEALED TRUTH OF GOD
I am aware of God's love for me and His call for me to be close to Him.
Other curricular areas:




	Suggested learning intentions (can be modified in light of other E&Os above):

	I am learning about God’s gift of the natural world

I am learning about God’s love for me and His call 



	Key Vocabulary from TIOF:

	RERC 0-01a God, natural world, senses, creation, seasons, weather, life, praise, psalm, wonder

RERC 0-03a natural world



	Planning Outline (including worship and celebration):  

	


	Evaluation of Learning & Teaching:

	


	Exemplar Narratives:

	Maureen Burns, St Bernard’s, Coatbridge:  Spring
· We are learning about the wonder of God’s creation. We do this by focusing on the season of Spring. We discuss how it is now the month of  March, and elicit from children what changes they are aware of in the world around them – i.e. a bit lighter in the mornings, staying lighter for longer in the evenings, getting a bit warmer etc.


· After a ‘walk and talk’ around the school grounds and surrounding area, we elicit what other changes they can see in the world around them e.g. snowdrops, crocuses, daffodils etc starting to sprout; buds beginning to appear on trees and bushes etc. We thank God for His wonderful creation.


· Children are encouraged to look around their own gardens or a relatives garden for signs of spring (new shoots, buds, grass growing etc). Children collect ‘Signs of Spring’ and make a display of God’s wonderful creation – ie spring flowers, twigs with buds etc. Start to make a ‘Spring’ frieze on RE wall. We praise God for the beauty of springtime.
This leads into discussion of ‘new life’ in springtime. Elicit from children that as well as new flowers, plants, buds etc – ‘new’ baby animals and birds are born in springtime – ie birds building nests, laying eggs, baby birds, chicks etc hatching. Lambs, calves, foals etc being born in farms. We thank God for new life.


· Retell story of ‘Harry the hedgehog’ (Alive-O Teacher’s Book) who went into hibernation in Autumn. Lead children to an understanding of how in Springtime the animals who have been hibernating all through the long, cold, dark winter will be coming out at hibernation and looking for food.


· We praise and thank God for the wonders of Creation we see so clearly in Springtime.


· Lead children to an understanding of how the cycle and rhythm of the four seasons is at the heart of God’s creation – that God is the Creator who made and sustains all life.


· Children make up prayers thanking and praising God for the gifts of the seasons, weather, plants, and animals all of which we see so clearly in springtime.


· Children praise God for the wonder of creation by praying a simple version of psalms.


· Children sing hymns praising God and showing our love for him and the beautiful natural world he has created for us to enjoy and care for.


· Pupils prepare for a Prayer Service to which their families are invited where they say prayers, read psalms, hear readings and sing hymns praising God for the love he has shown us by making and giving us all the beautiful things in Creation.




	Cross-curricular possibilities:

	The way in which R.E. is taught will determine whether many E&Os are employed: Literacy, Technology, Expressive Arts etc.  However, the following list outlines some obvious connections between TIOF and the E&Os from other subject areas:

(Maureen Burns suggestions:

LANGUAGE
Focus:

· Percy the Park-Keeper story “The Secret Path” – N. Butterworth.
-  Children retell the story in own words.
-  Children list signs of spring in this story.
-  Children note Percy’s jobs in the park in Springtime.
-  Elicit from children which animals are out of hibernation now that it is Spring.
-  Lead children to an understanding of how Springtime is a time of ‘Growth’ after the long 
   still winter.
-  Thank and praise God for all those wonders of Springtime which he has created for us to 
    enjoy.


· Children write invitations inviting families to ‘Spring Prayer Service’.


· Children write own simple prayers of praise to God for the wonders of ‘Spring time’, ‘New Life’ and ‘Growth’ that God has created for us to wonder at and enjoy in the natural world.


· Poems:
-  “Springtime” – Helen Geoghegan (Alive-O P1 Teacher’s Book p. 173.)
-  “The Beauty of Spring” – Christy Kenneally (Alive-O P1 Teacher’s Book p. 182)

    -   “Young Lambs” –John Clare

              -  “The Beautiful Spring”
              -  “Waiting to Grow”

· Stories:
-  “The Corner” – Arnold Label Alive-O P1 Teacher’s Book p. 172.
-  “Griselda Won’t Wake Up!” - Alive-O P1 Teachers’s Book p. 180.
-  “In the Small Small Pond” – Denise Fleming (Scholastic)
-  “Bluebird’s Nest” – Dorothea De Prisco (Scholastic)
-  “The Happy Day” – Ruth Krauss (Scholastic)
-  “Hurray for Spring” – Patricia Hubbell (Scholastic)
-  “Spring” – Jennifer Aulie (Kindergarton)
-  “The Snowdrop” – Hans Christian Anderson)

I have observed living things in the environment over time and am becoming aware of how they depend on each other. 

SCN 0-01a

I have helped to grow plants and can name their basic parts. I can talk about how they grow and what I need to do to look after them.

SCN 0-03a

I have experienced the wonder of looking at the vastness of the sky, and can recognise the sun, moon and stars and link them to daily patterns of life.

SCN 0-06a 

I can identify my senses and use them to explore the world around me.

SCN 0-12a

(Maureen Burns suggestions:
ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES/ECO-SCHOOLS WORK
           -  Growing spring flowers for seeds and bulbs (pansies, nasturtuins or sunflowers are 
               easiest). 

            -  Caring for and nourishing (water, sunlight) these growing things as God cares for and 
                nourished us.
           -  Show ‘Alive-O’ P1 video clips of Spring and elicit/discuss all the wonders of God’s 
               Creation we see so clearly in Springtime eg. Birds, lambs, flowers, trees etc.)

EXA 0-02 a
EXA 0-05 a
EXA 0-14 a
EXA 0-16 a
(Suggestions from Maureen Burns:

DRAMA
-  Role-play children being hedgehogs, mice, squirrels etc. coming out of hibernation.
          -  Role-play children being seeds and bulbs under the soil, when God has called to grow.                          
             (Gradually their ‘shoots’ will sprout above the soil growing and blooming as they are 
              nourished by the rain and sunshine, wonders and symbols of God’s love for us. -Children 
              slowly reach arms and bodies upwards through the soil).

ART/CRAFT
-  Create ‘Spring’ wall frieze (include flowers, trees with birds and blossom, lambs, birds,   
    animals out of hibernation etc.)
-  Make Spring flowers to decorate class.
-  Collage – baby animals: chicks, lambs, calves etc.
-  Make cards for parents, praising God for His beautiful world in Spring time.
-  Make ‘Trees in Spring’ pictures, (adding small pieces of rolled up pink and white tissue    
    paper to basics tree-trunk outline) to show blossom on trees (new green leaves can be 
    added later).
-  Make a ‘Springtime Herb Basket’ (www.catholicmom.com)
I am learning about where living things come from and about how they grow, develop and are nurtured.

HWB 0-50a
I explore and appreciate the wonder of nature within different environments and have played a part in caring for the environment.
SOC 0-08a

While learning outdoors in differing weathers, I have described and recorded the weather, its effects and how it makes me feel and can relate my recordings to the seasons.

SOC 0-12a



	USEFUL RESOURCES

Please add any resources you find useful to one of the categories below

	Teacher background study:


	Suggested Hymns:

	This is Our Faith section 2:  Mystery of God p. 23-25; Revealed Truth of God p. 31-33
TIOF Podcasts:  Theology of Creation TIOF P1 RERC 0-01a; Stewardship TIOF P1 RERC 0-01a
Catechism of the Catholic Church (CCC) 295-301 (Creation)

YouCat (Youth Catechism of the Catholic Church) questions 42-50 (Creation)

Redemptorist Publications, Faith for the Future, p. 23-24

	102  All creation, bless the Lord

120  All over the world 

125  All things bright and beautiful

173  Bless the Lord, my soul 

202  Colours of Day

214  Come Lord Jesus come 

274  Give me Joy in My Heart

520  Oh, oh, oh, how good is the Lord

575  Praise Him

764  All the nations of the earth

800  If I were a butterfly

849  This little light of mine

Isn’t the love of Jesus simply wonderful 

Other music:

Listen to birds singing in the trees around the school and/or listen to ‘bird song’ CDs

 Songs:

“Wake up Rise and Shine”  Finbar O’Connor (Alive-O P1 Tchrs Bk p.177)

“Garden in Spring”  Finbar O’Connor (Alive O P1 Tchrs Bk p.184

“Springtime” – www.preschooleducation.com
“Springtime is Coming”  Silver Burdett Bk.1 p.32

“Cuckoo” Silver Burdett Bk.1 p.34

(Add your own:


	Suggested web resources:
	Other:

	http://seasons.pppst.com/   Pete’s Power Point Station: PowerPoints, themes, clip art and games about the seasons

http://www.essex1.com/people/paul/psalms.html Some psalms presented in a colourful illustrated way for children

http://www.dltk-bible.com/genesis/chapter1-index.htm Creation crafts and activities

www.apples4theteacher.com  (Lots of Springtime stories)

(Add your own:


	Alive-O 1:

Term 1 Lesson 5 My World in Autumn, and Lesson 6 Me in Autumn,  p. 31-45

Term 2 Lesson 1 My World in Winter and Lesson 2 Me in Winter, p. 115-131

Term 2 Lesson 8 My World in Spring and Lesson 9 Me in Spring, p. 170-184

Term 3 Lesson 4 My World in Summer and Lesson 5 Me in Summer, p. 216-231

David Haas, Children’s Psalms: To Pray, Sing and Do (Pub: Saint Antony Messenger Press)

Available from Pauline Books and Media, as well as the publisher:

Debbie M. Repp, 30 Ten-minute Prayer Celebrations for Young Children, Twenty Third Publications, £12.50 (services for different times of the year and themes; good for early level)
(Add your own:




