CONFIRMATION FAITH FRIENDS WEEK 2: OUR UNIQUE RESPONSE 
Your task as a faith friend is to help the children to appreciate that

· We all have unique talents 
· Our talents and skills can be used to benefit others 
· The Holy Spirit can guide us in making best use of your talents 
· They belong to the North Motherwell community and also the St Bernadette’s parish community. 
1. Intro (10 mins) 
All the children and faith friends will have brought something special to them (if not ask them to explain what they would have brought.) Start with yourself and explain why you selected this object. Ask all the children to briefly explain why their object is special. Point out that everyone brought something different and had personal reasons for bringing it. Point put to the children that their unique choice shows they are unique and that they are all special to God. 

Start a discussion on special talents that they have, ask them to think of some special talent or skill that they have and ask them to write it down on their jigsaw piece with their name (the jigsaw is made up of a figure Jesus, which will be glued together next week to form the Body of Christ). 
2. Comparison with early Christians (10 mins) 

Read A new way of living 
These first believers knew that it was not enough to give up sinning. They realised that they had to begin to live good lives. This is exactly what they did. And they threw themselves into the venture with all their hearts. They took all their teaching from the apostles. They tried to live as close friends. There was no such thing as "this is mine' or 'that is mine'. 

Instead they shared everything they owned and no one went in need of anything. They were very united among themselves. In a word, they loved and cared for one another just as Jesus said his disciples should. 

They didn't neglect their prayers either. Every day they continued to go in groups to the Temple. They also met in each others' houses to celebrate the Eucharist and to pray. They lived such good lives that just about everybody looked up to them. 

All this they were able to do through the power of the Holy Spirit. They followed the lead of the Spirit and these are the fruits they produced in their lives: love, joy, peace. 
- from Let the light shine, by Flor McCarthy SDB. (Kairos) 
Read the passage - Discuss the way early Christians lived. Perhaps brainstorm words associated with them from the passage and write them on a graffiti sheet (e.g. good, teaching, share, united, loved, cared, prayers, joy, peace).  Where did they pray? How did they share? What did their neighbours think of them? (they looked up to them). Explain that early Christians gathered followers because they lived good lives and were a good role model for others. Who helped them keep a good way of life? (Holy Spirit) explain that they are being confirmed so that the Holy Spirit can help them. 
3. St Bernadette’s parish (15 mins) 
(task1)  Look at the map of Motherwell. Ask each child in turn to trace their route to church this morning, using the stickers to plot their route. Point out that people are from different parts of the area. Focus on church and ask children why they come to church. Point out celebrations christenings, weddings, etc and explain confirmation is part of that journey. 
(task 2)  Ask children to take a few moments to think what going to Mass means to them. Look at the congregation picture with blanked-out speech bubbles (adapted from How to Survive Being Married to a Catholic by Redemptorist Publications, page 33) and ask kids to imagine what the people are thinking. Ask children to fill in bubbles on the church congregation picture, encourage all children to fill in a couple of points each. (If you run out of ideas refer to the original for suggestions) Point out that people all have their own reasons for coming to Mass but that all are equal to God.  
(task 3)  Refer again to the Motherwell map ask each child to add their skill to their house. 
Remind children how the early Christians made their neighbourhood a happier place. The Holy Spirit helped them because he inspired them to share their gifts with others rather than keep them for themselves.  Ask them how the Holy Spirit could help them to make Motherwell a happier place. Can their special talents be used? Ask for any other skills that they have that could be used to 'turn the world upside down'.
4. Confirmation blog (10 mins) 
Introduce the idea of the Confirmation blog. Over the next two weeks, until the next session, they will have a chance in school to update a blog. (This blog is a section of the parish website).  On the blog they can record the ways in which they have used their gifts and talents to make their home, school and community a better place, just as the early Christians did. Explain that everyone will have their own unique response. Discuss the fact that while the contents of the blog are personal we would like them to share some action from it next time. 

Tell them also that next time they will be presenting their blog entries in a creative way. Ask who enjoys music, art or drama. Ask them to think about what they would like to do: a short drama? drawing a picture on a poster? writing a song or a rap? making a collage out of magazine cuttings? or something else? 

5.  Invite the children to Mass and accompany your group to the church.
